430   REPLY TO MR. HOOKAS IMPUTATIONS,

faction to me, if the East India Company would
exercise their known liberality in his case. When
it is remembered that, in the course of active and
arduous service during the former war., he fell
into the hands of Tippoo Sultaun, and suffered a
long and cruel imprisonment in the dung-eons of
that fortress, which, on the 4th of May-, 1799,
submitted to his irresistible valour and skill, I am
persuaded that his claims to public reward and
honour will be deemed peculiarly interesting and
powerful. I should also hope that his extraor-
dinary merits on the 4th of May would induce
his Majesty to consider him a proper object for
the order of the Bath. I enclose a letter from
Major-General Baird, which reflects the highest
credit on his sentiments of honour and public
spirit."

If that gallant officer could, indeed, rise from
that place cc where neither malice can assail, nor
envy thwart him/' he would indignantly disclaim
a sympathy purchased by such foul injustice clone
to his commanders and best protectors* Lord
Wellesley, it is seen, praised him usque ad astra ;
and these recommendations, both of pecuniary
reward and of personal honour, were founded upon
General Harris's letter to his Lordship of the
7th of May, in which he leaves to General Baird
the entire credit of that admirable plan for the
assault which he had himself laid down for his